[Gas embolism secondary to intraoperative use of hydrogen peroxide].
Hydrogen peroxide solution (H2O2) is used to irrigate and clean wounds. When applied to tissue hydrogen peroxide decomposes rapidly as a result of the action of catalases, releasing oxygen in the process. High pressure irrigation of the washing of closed cavities can cause serious complications. We report a case of gas embolism arising from the use of hydrogen peroxide during surgery for hydatidosis of the liver. A 64-year-old woman underwent surgery for removal of a hydatid cyst of the liver. When pressurized injection of 10 ml of 3% hydrogen peroxide was applied to the cystic cavity, cardiac arrhythmias were observed, a long with decreased PetCO2, hypotension and a "water mill" heart murmur. Gas embolism was suspected and treatment was instated immediately. Clinical course was good and without complications. We wish to warn against the potential dangers of using peroxide during surgery and of the importance of capnography for early diagnosis of gas embolism.